
A Modern Synthesis of Philosophy

In a previous paper entitled ‘Philosophy in The Real World’ the author
proposed a new ‘Modern Synthesis of Philosophy’ in order to better
align philosophy with the challenges of the modern world. This was
considered desirable as philosophy has, in some respects, drifted into
a position where many struggle to understand its relevance to the cut
and thrust of the world that they perceive around them. Globalisation
and economic migration have served, in recent times, to create a
global culture based upon opportunistic materialism which, in turn, is
impacting upon that which we have come to call civilisation. Older
values, by which many generations lived their lives, seem to be
forgotten as an all pervading culture of greed exerts its influence
across politics, industry, commerce and everyday existence. From an
individual perspective, the term ‘lifestyle’ has come to be synonymous
with a somewhat selfish existence while, from an organisational
perspective, a culture of abject greed and distorted reward systems
reflects a similar obsession with ‘self’ at the expense of others. One
might posit that this simply reflects man as a competitive animal, as
he has always been. However, there are degrees of competitiveness
and, at times in our history, we have found balances which are more
conducive to the concept of community and the development of what
we would call the arts and humanities. Perhaps philosophy has a role
to play in reconciling the aforementioned culture of greed with the
fundamental concepts of humanity. This was the thread of the
discussion within Philosophy in The Real World and, in this paper, the
possibility of creating a new, Modern Synthesis of Philosophy will be
further explored. For the purposes of discussion, it will be assumed
that there is an agreement, in principle, for the establishment of a
Modern Synthesis of Philosophy and the remainder of this paper will
consider how such a vehicle might appear in practice.

Purpose

The first step in the establishment of such a model is surely to define
its ongoing purpose. Without such a definition, any discussion will not
be founded on agreed principles and will be in danger of drifting into
uncharted territory which may not be sympathetic toward the agreed
goals. We witness such an effect in politics almost every day. But how
do we develop such a definition in a manner that will allow all to
understand and subscribe to it? Perhaps we may start with
fundamental concepts which are as close to a universal understanding
as may reasonably be expected. For example, most would not argue
that such a purpose should remain in the interests of the common



good, or should be for the preservation and betterment of humanity.
However, while such might be our starting point, it would be useful if
we could get down to a lower level of objective definition which could
be practically applied to real-world situations. Indeed, it is this
‘applied’ definition which could prove most efficacious with respect to
the challenges of the modern world. For example, we might require
such a definition to promote an ethical and responsible attitude within
politics and industry, with illustrations of what such an attitude should
be. We might require such a definition to promote education and
understanding at all levels in society, and to specify the scope of such
an education. We might require such a definition to promote
compassion and the concept of care within the community, illustrating
how this might work in practice. The point here is that the definition of
purpose should be in alignment with the real world and the challenges
it currently embodies. It would be incongruous perhaps for any one
person to propose such a precise definition and this task might better
be attempted by a small group of like minded individuals. In any
event, clarity of purpose would be an essential component of our
Modern Synthesis of Philosophy. It may be expressed within a
constitution document which sets out, in plain language, an
articulation of basic principles which serve to inform all aspects of
modern life, from business and politics, to everyday social interaction,
encouraging all concerned to adopt this more philosophical and more
sustainable approach. This may sound like a straightforward enough
task, however, getting such a definition of purpose just right will
require some careful thought. Once agreed, it will become the bedrock
upon which our Modern Synthesis of Philosophy is founded.

Scope

Having achieved an appropriate clarity of purpose, we might usefully
turn our attention towards scope. Can our Modern Synthesis of
Philosophy be applied to all situations, across boundaries of geography
and culture? There is no reason why this should not be the case as our
philosophy is inextricably linked to humanity and we are an integral
part of that humanity, regardless of who and where we are. Similarly,
the boundaries that we create between politics, business, academia,
religion and social interaction should be invisible to our Modern
Synthesis of Philosophy. It would be a philosophy that we could apply
in the schoolroom, in the office, at County Hall, in the home, within
our leisure activities and wherever human beings interact with each
other and the world in general. A universal philosophy which could be
carried in the hearts of all and yet may be documented and refined in
order to provide a starting point for the betterment of either the



individual or the collective organisation. When founded upon practical
principles, such a philosophy is entirely realistic. The scope therefore
becomes easily determined. The Modern Synthesis of Philosophy would
be for the benefit of mankind and therefore covers any activity,
emotion, aspiration or situation appertaining to human beings and
their presence upon this planet. The clarity of purpose referred to in
the previous section, serves to provide a manifestation of this scope
via its well defined articulated principles, as reflected in the
constitution. The principles may be applied to any situation affecting
humanity. Within this broad definition of scope there shall, inevitably,
occur very specific situations to which our Modern Synthesis of
Philosophy might be applied. Occasionally, within such a specific
application, there might be perceived conflicts of interest and, equally
occasionally, such conflicting interests may challenge the applicability
of the defined principles of the philosophy. However, careful analysis
of the situation may reveal that the principles are indeed applicable,
almost universally. Such situations would be a normal part of our
everyday, philosophical discourse. The scope then is both wide and
open, in order to accommodate any situation arising from human
activity, in the present or in the future.

Framework

The Modern Synthesis of Philosophy might be expressed and practised
within a framework of understanding, supported by tools such as the
aforementioned constitution. Additional documents and tools may be
provided in order to accommodate the broader situation. The
framework might usefully include a small working group to manage
and steer the development of the Modern Synthesis of Philosophy. The
working group would be responsible for producing the necessary tools
and communicating the concept to the wider world. This would require
planning and the prioritising of effort towards defined milestones
within the broader plan. There would also, no doubt, be a certain
amount of peripheral dialogue to accommodate and manage as others
enquire about the concept of the Modern Synthesis of Philosophy and
how they might either contribute to it or otherwise embrace it. Links
might quickly be established with various institutions and the evolving
web of interest would need to be managed carefully. A framework
within which all of this, and more, could take place in an organised and
logical manner, would be a necessary component of the broader
initiative. In real terms, this framework would probably start initially as
an agreed common interest among a number of individuals who
believe in the concept and who are prepared to actively contribute to
it. After a little while, it would become increasingly formalised as the



framework of understanding, the constitution and other factors
become established. However, care would need to be taken that it
does not become over formalised or entrenched within the mechanics
of its own establishment. It would be essential to maintain an air of
freedom and spontaneity in order that the concept be able to breathe
and find its own level according to a natural evolution. The working
group would simply provide a structure and appropriate guidance with
which to start the ball rolling. Ultimately the Modern Synthesis of
Philosophy will lie in the hands of all those who take it to heart and
practice it within their own situation. The framework provides a
reference point for them, from which they may embark upon their own
journey of discovery. If the concept were to prosper, there would be
the possibility of all manner of events and discussions with which to
share its benevolent influence.

Accessibility

Having established such a concept, it would be of the utmost
importance to make it accessible to as wide an audience as possible.
This would involve the establishment of a ready means of
communication, accessible to the majority, such as an Internet site,
perhaps with an associated forum to encourage discussion among
interested parties. Such a vehicle could additionally serve as a point of
contact. It could also be linked to various academic institutions as a
means of slowly building a web of interest. In parallel, if the Modern
Synthesis of Philosophy was established, there would be plenty of
opportunity to discuss the concept within existing conferences and
other events. The result would be to slowly make the Modern
Synthesis of Philosophy increasingly accessible to a growing audience,
thus realising one of the objectives of the initiative. With accessibility
comes awareness, and with awareness comes interest and potential
involvement.

Coordination

If the initiatives and vehicles described in the previous sections were
established then, inevitably, there would come a point of critical mass
whereby interest in the concept would suddenly mushroom and it
would become a topic of conversation within many institutions,
organisations or private homes. Within such a scenario, care should be
taken to ensure that the concept is being properly understood and
properly communicated. A part of this may be managed by the
provision of proper documentation. However, it would be desirable to
also maintain a steady communication and encourage interested



parties to share both their experiences and their intentions. This would
also serve as a de facto feedback mechanism, providing useful ideas
for the further development of the concept. However, all of this will
require coordination and this would be another function of the
proposed working group. Actually, should the idea attract interest and
develop along these lines, it would be quite exciting as it would
necessarily engage individuals in a subtly different type of discussion
that could be very productive. All of this would need to be properly
considered and orchestrated of course.

Next Steps

Some may consider that the concept of a new Modern Synthesis of
Philosophy is overly ambitious, or that it might quickly become
unmanageable. However, such concerns may be quickly dispelled if
one thinks clearly and positively about the proposed framework and
published constitution, both informed by clarity of purpose. The
deciding factor will simply be one of interest. If nobody is interested,
then the concept will cease here. If, on the other hand, there is an
interest among a few individuals, then further discussion might quickly
ascertain whether additional development of the concept would be
appropriate and, if so, by whom? No doubt, under such a scenario,
individuals would have their own particular talents and ideas to bring
to the pool, enabling a useful distribution of effort. This paper has
necessarily described the concept of a new Modern Synthesis of
Philosophy at a high level, in order to gauge interest. It is
acknowledged that, should such an interest become evident, there
would be some work required to take the concept to the next level.
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