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1. Introduction 

This paper is intended as a discussion document with which to explore the global position 
with regard to serious crime and terrorism. It deliberately reflects some strong and diverse 
perspectives encountered in this area in order to construct a representative bigger picture 
and provide a platform for further deliberation. The paper considers the current position and 
offers proposals for how defined studies into criminology might serve to improve the future 
situation. It is hoped that the arguments and observations set forth in this paper will 
encourage and motivate others, especially those in positions of authority, to consider the 
broader international perspective, support related studies and, as a consequence, develop 
innovative policies with which to tackle these and related issues into the longer term. 
 
In the interests of clarity, the paper is divided into five main sections as follows: 
 
 

Placing things in perspective 
In this section, the true scope and extent of serious crime and terrorism is explored as 
well as some of the often divergent views which exist upon this topic. In doing so, it is 
hoped that the emerging picture enables a more realistic discussion to take place. This 
section should be read in context with the remainder of the document. 

 
A tapestry of views 
Divergent views abound in relation to terrorism, its causes, effect and how the terrorist 
phenomenon is being manipulated to serve various agendas. A similar situation exists 
with respect to serious crime. This section examines some of these perspectives. 

 
Criminological studies 
In this section, the underlying factors which might lead to serious crime and terrorism 
are considered. Related areas of study, together with their perceived effect upon the 
overall situation, are also explored. 

 
Towards a better world 
In such a paper, it is important that potential ways forward are also discussed. It is not 
enough to simply report on the current status of events. We must consider the future and 
offer proposals for longer term social stability and the sustainability of important 
values. 

 
Conclusions  
Conclusions from the previous sections are provided at this point, together with related 
observations and recommendations. Such conclusions may be viewed as a starting point 
for further discussion upon the subject. 
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2. Placing things in perspective 

In terms of media attention, terrorism is one of the key subjects within our contemporary 
world and any terrorist related activity, real or supposed, is guaranteed to make for a good 
story and major headlines. Within a global society where crime, even serious crime, is no 
longer necessarily considered news-worthy, the media fascination with crime finds a ready 
substitute with terrorism. Consequently, public perception is also likely to be focused upon 
such issues, leading to observations, conclusions and statements which may be exaggerated 
and poorly founded from an objective or scientific perspective. If one of the stated aims of 
terrorism is to spread fear and cause societies to change their way of life, then terrorists 
might be said to have a powerful ally in the media. Of course, both sides of any such 
situation will be happy to make use of this media tool in order to promote their particular 
agendas, further fuelling the fire of public anxiety. 
 
In some of the ensuing dialogue, one could be forgiven for gaining the impression that 
almost the entire world is in imminent danger of being completely over-run by terrorist 
activities, with resultant massive urban destruction and loss of life, followed by an 
aftermath of tyranny, starvation and the dawn of a new dark age. But how do the facts align 
with these observations and predictions? Of course, any terrorist activity is reprehensible 
and should be condemned accordingly, however, before jumping to conclusions, let us 
understand the true scale of such activity in relation to world events in general. 
 
As many use the events of September 11th 2001 as a pinnacle of terrorist activities, let us 
also consider this event in the broader context. Londoners might well compare that day of 
September 11th in New York with a single night of the blitz during world war 2. The 
primary difference is that, while New Yorkers lived through one day of such mayhem, 
Londoners lived through 76 consecutive nights of unrelenting and massive bombing with 
attendant loss of life and mass destruction of property. While the New York fire department 
was justifiably praised for its efforts in relation to September 11th, the London firemen 
often didn’t sleep for several days at a time, fighting an impossible number of large scale 
fires, while still being actively bombed. Huge areas of London were destroyed during the 
blitz, making hundreds of thousands homeless and with ruins remaining visible even into 
the early 60s. Then, after the blitz came the V1 and V2 flying bombs. It is estimated that 
the V2 alone was responsible for the death of 60,000 civilians in and around London. And 
of course, it wasn’t just London. Coventry was virtually destroyed, Halifax, Cardiff, York 
and many other English cities were devastated by the relentless bombing. It is ironic 
perhaps that those directly responsible for this mass murder of innocent civilians were 
given amnesty by the American government, and given a new and prosperous life in the 
USA, where they enjoyed key jobs in military and space research. Similarly, those 
developing the most vile chemical warfare in Japan were also given amnesty and brought to 
America to continue their work against humanity. In all cases, these mass murderers were 
accepted and respected by American society. An interesting reflection upon the current 
political juxtaposition.  
 
The above paragraph illustrates that the scale of human destruction has, at many times in 
modern history, far outweighed that of contemporary terrorist activity. London and New 
York were chosen as examples due to the topicality of the American and British stance on 
terrorism, but of course many other cities and regions suffered terribly during the second 
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world war, wherein the actions of certain elected governments proved far more terrible and 
far reaching than that of any terrorist group.  
When private enterprise commits such atrocities, we call it terrorism. When governments 
commit similar atrocities, we call it justifiable war. In both cases, it involves one group 
imposing its will upon another by force. We highlight this distinction in order to place 
terrorism in a proper perspective as to its material effects. 
 
Continuing in this vein, let us also consider how many lives are lost each and every year as 
a result of drug and alcohol abuse. Those who happily make a living from the supply of 
such substances, are responsible for the deaths of far more human beings than all of the 
primary terrorist groups put together. Furthermore, the suffering involved for those affected 
will often be prolonged and terrible, with attendant loss of all dignity and hope. For them, 
there is no heroic status and ceremony attached to their demise by the media, they are 
simply statistics that no one wishes to acknowledge. Let us be clear that those purveyors of 
this large scale societal murder are not small, underground ideological groups, but often 
very large and well organised business entities. Furthermore, there are many legitimate 
businesses whose focused influence, particularly upon the young and vulnerable, is highly 
questionable in this context. Consider also how many lives are lost as a result of domestic 
violence, abuse and other everyday criminal activities. In both America and the United 
Kingdom, the figures would dwarf any such statistics for terrorism, as indeed they would in 
countless other countries. Furthermore, such losses might be easily reduced if a fraction of 
the resources currently focused upon ‘homeland security’ initiatives were deployed 
intelligently in this area. 
 
Let us add to this list the number of lives lost in road accidents, accidents in the home and 
at work and as a result of treatable diseases. The figures for these losses would also tend to 
dwarf those sustained as a result of terrorist activity. In the United Kingdom for example, 
many, many lives are currently being lost unnecessarily as a result of inadequate healthcare 
for ordinary citizens. Once again, these are losses which might be substantially reduced 
with a little more resource directed towards education and health care.  
 
Lastly, there is loss of life as a result of natural disasters which, while infrequent, 
sometimes surprise us with their intensity. The volcanic eruptions on the islands of 
Krakatau and, before that, Thera provide historical examples while, in more recent times, 
the damage caused by lesser tsunamis and flooding has been significant. Research into such 
natural phenomena may provide us with the wisdom to predict future events and establish 
processes to ensure that the impact upon human life and welfare is minimal. However, 
recent events on both sides of the Atlantic have raised serious questions around the 
efficiency of governmental preparation and response in relation to such events. 
 
The above paragraphs serve to illustrate that, in the general scheme of things, terrorism, 
unpalatable though it is, is actually a relatively small contributor to loss of life in modern 
society. This is not to suggest that we dilute our efforts to combat it, but rather that we view 
it in a proper context and take care not to overstate the extent of the terrorist threat. The 
world’s media would of course prefer an emotive story about terrorism than to take the time 
to properly research and report on other societal factors, some of which are referred to 
above, which also result in unnecessary loss of life or hardship for those affected. Similarly, 
politicians welcome with relish the opportunity provided by even the smallest of terrorist 
related stories, in order to deflect attention from more serious issues and to promote their 
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own particular agendas. This, of course, is precisely the effect typically hoped for by 
terrorist organisations.   
 
We should understand the significance of an over-emphasis upon terrorism and the effect 
this can have upon public perception and public attitudes. Ironically, the wrong sort of 
response and reaction in this respect might actually lead to increased levels of suspicion, 
hatred and manipulation of the truth which, in turn, fuels the very fire we are trying to 
extinguish. Similarly, draconian security measures introduced on the back of a perceived 
terrorist threat achieve little or nothing in combating the real issues, while creating a 
societal environment more conducive to the breeding of civil unrest. We must place things 
in perspective and develop an intelligent understanding of related societal ills, their root 
causes and how best to treat them. 
 

3. A tapestry of views 

Not surprisingly, given the political, ideological and emotive nature of the subject, there 
exists a web of strong and often divergent views around terrorism and associated 
criminology. Some of these views reflect genuine concerns, while others are clearly 
inspired by other agendas. In addition, it is impossible to separate politics from this 
complex web, as it is at the heart of much of the discussion. In this section, some of these 
frequently articulated views are reflected in order to provide a feeling for both the 
complexity and strong undercurrents of feeling associated with these differing perspectives. 
It is important that all such views, and their origins, are taken into account if we are to 
explore and understand the current situation. 
 
 It should be understood that the views expressed in this section are simply a reflection of 
often heard comment and do not represent the views of the author. 
 
Perspective a)  
Terrorism is a convenient vehicle for the pursuance of other agendas.  
 
If we consider the weight of attention placed upon terrorism by western governments in 
particular, it is clear that such attention is out of all proportion to the reality of the risk. It is 
equally clear that this focus enables government legislation to be pushed through which, 
ordinarily, would face much tighter opposition on the grounds of civil rights. We have 
already seen graphic examples of this with US influence in Europe around the globalisation 
of identity management and the creation of citizen databases. It has been suggested that the 
vast expenditure undertaken in the pursuance of the American Homeland Security 
initiative, for example has, in the six years following the events of September 2001, failed 
completely to apprehend any serious terrorist or to foil any substantial terrorist plots. It has 
however succeeded in criminalising the innocent and providing the US government with 
the opportunity to exert increasing governmental control over ordinary, decent citizens, 
both in the US and throughout participating countries. Furthermore, if such vast resources 
had been directed towards education, healthcare and sustainable development, surely  a 
much greater good may have been achieved? In addition to these issues, there is no doubt 
that the reputation of America has been seriously tarnished within the international arena as 
a result of these activities. Disproportionate American influence in Europe, on the back of 
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terrorism, is also seen as wrong in many minds, on both sides of the Atlantic. This is most 
unfortunate given the historical ties between the continents. A question often asked is 
whether the views of ordinary Americans are being properly represented by government 
policy, or whether a distorted minority view prevails. 

 
In the case of the United Kingdom, often described as the surveillance society, similar 
draconian measures have resulted in significant erosion of privacy and civil liberty for 
ordinary decent citizens. Has this resulted, as promised by government, in a safer society? 
On the contrary, serious crime in the UK is at an all time high, with a serious problem in 
prison overcrowding as a result. This is leading to miniscule and inappropriate sentences 
being deliberately passed in relation to serious and violent offences, due to inadequate 
prison accommodation. In addition, the spectre of terrorism has never been so high in the 
history of the country. In other words, this wholesale erosion of privacy and civil liberty 
has failed completely and absolutely to make the UK a safer society. However, the 
disproportionate focus upon terrorism has enabled the UK government to introduce many 
measures to significantly increase state control over ordinary citizens and their activities. 
Measures which, not so long ago would have been derided in other countries as the 
artefacts of dictatorship.  
 
With reference to the United Kingdom, the question must also be asked, why, given the 
reality that a huge proportion of serious crime and activities described as terrorist inspired 
are committed by immigrants, has the UK done nothing to deter immigration from the 
regions mostly aligned with such activities? Even at this late stage, when the UK is very 
seriously over-crowded and suffering infrastructural collapse in many areas as a 
consequence, the doors are still wide open with many hundreds of thousands continuing to 
enter the country every year. This has clearly resulted in diluting the British – particularly 
English culture to the point where it hardly exists at all in many of the UK’s largest cities, 
and even in many rural areas. What is the reasoning behind this? What government agenda 
is being served by the deliberate swamping of the UK with immigrants? It certainly cannot 
be to make a safer society, as anyone growing up in Britain during the immediate post-war 
years will readily understand. Why are those who publicly proclaim their hatred for Britain, 
given every assistance, including free housing and perpetual welfare support, in preference 
to British citizens who can trace their heritage back through many generations? Why are 
those perpetrating the mechanisms of hatred and violence not deported? Why is clear 
discrimination allowed, and even encouraged against host British citizens with respect to 
jobs in public service, education, health care and other important areas? It seems to many as 
though England and its traditional values have been deliberately and systematically 
destroyed in recent decades in the interests of wider political objectives. Furthermore, an 
influx of American influence, both in public office and the media is increasingly evident in 
the UK. Why is this exactly? 
 
And what of the British and American stance on terrorism? It was the British government 
who gave amnesty to IRA terrorists, including convicted murderers, and granted them 
important positions in government. American support for the IRA was of course never in 
doubt. Yet these same individuals committed premeditated, brutal, violent murder upon 
innocent people routinely. Does this mean that the British / American response to terrorism 
is selective? Why are both countries so desperate to embrace Libya, given that country’s 
record on human rights and terrorism, including its government’s involvement with the 
Lockerbie bombing? Why is so much financial aid pumped into the African continent, 
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openly supporting regimes who have a terrible human rights record?  And what of the 
American and British position with regard to Iraq and Afghanistan? It is doubtful that 
ordinary decent citizens in either country ever wanted such a situation. It is considered 
common knowledge that the British Prime Minister openly lied and deliberately misled 
British citizens in this context. Evidence was clearly falsified and there are those who 
suggest that Britain was simply in the service of America, with the British political position 
being orchestrated from Washington. The same position being reflected in the introduction 
of citizen databases and the criminalisation of the innocent with respect to identity 
management. 
 
The realities outlined above reveal the double standards often practiced with respect to the 
subject of terrorism. It seems to be a vehicle of equal facility to both sides. While this 
duplicity and deliberate manipulation of the truth persists, it will be almost impossible to 
eradicate terrorism as popularly understood, as it is a loyal servant to so many masters, 
including those who claim to have waged war upon it.  
 
 
Perspective b)  
The objective of terrorists is to take over the world and return it to the dark ages.  
 
It is suggested that terrorism inspired by Islamic fundamentalism has but one objective, and 
that is to eliminate all infidels and create a global Islamic state where fundamental practices 
will apply, including the subjugation of women, the suppression of free thought and any 
notion of democratic government. Furthermore, such rules will be enforced by violence, 
public execution and totalitarian control over all processes. Wealth and power will lay in 
the hands of a few who will dictate a miserable quality of life for everyone else. This 
perspective is not perceived as that of a terrorist or dictatorial regime, but rather as an 
idealised dream, with the perpetrators seen not as terrorists, but as heroes fighting for a just 
and noble cause.  
 
It is further suggested that the bulk of all terrorist activity is conceived and orchestrated 
predominantly by one organisation, Al Qaeda, who have terrorist cells in every country and 
are expert at infiltrating government agencies, universities and schools, and even the very 
intelligence units who are supposed to be fighting them. This group, far from being a small 
extremist group, actually comprises many thousands, if not tens of thousands, of 
individuals, all absolutely committed to the cause. Furthermore, it is suggested, they are 
encouraged and supported by the majority of the Muslim population world-wide, who 
would be very happy to see a world dominated by Islam.  
 
It is said that the practitioners of these localised groups, think nothing of murdering 
innocent individuals in order to maintain a culture of fear based upon Islamic 
fundamentalism, even when based in western countries. The alarming number of Muslim 
women being brutally abused and murdered in England being an example of this attitude. 
Others state that, in Afghanistan and elsewhere, the same organisation has committed 
unspeakable crimes against humanity, even forcing individuals to eat their own children. 
The irony being that any such regime of hatred, violence and contempt for the human race, 
could be practised in the name of religion. What sort of religion finds it acceptable to beat 
and abuse women? To murder children? To maim and kill totally innocent human beings? 
The absurdity of claiming that such activities are inspired by religion and the word of God 
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– any God, seems to escape the many millions of Muslims who refuse to expose and 
condemn those responsible, even when they are aware of them within their midst.  
 
Herein lays another issue. The ‘brainwashing’ of the vulnerable by those who are too 
cowardly to risk their own lives but induce others to do so. Similarly the special training 
camps, established in many parts of the world, where social criminals are trained in the 
philosophy of hatred and the practice of violence and crimes against humanity. It seems that 
we know the whereabouts of many of these camps, and yet are content to let them exist. 
Who is supplying them? Who arranges for transportation? Who is supporting them 
financially? These infrastructural factors do not arrange themselves by magic. They require 
careful organisation and the active cooperation and participation of many individuals and 
commercial organisations.  
 
The true scale of ‘sleepers’ who, on the surface are leading conventional lives, but are 
prepared to commit terrorist related crimes whenever called upon to do so, may not be 
accurately understood, but is considered to be both extensive and widely distributed 
geographically. A country, such as the United Kingdom, which has allowed mass migration 
of those opposing the host culture, is bound to have this problem. It is further considered 
that those sympathetic to the terrorist cause have infiltrated the majority of public services, 
including the police force and the intelligence agencies, who have been rushing to employ 
Arabic speaking individuals. It is also claimed that the UK Home Office employs a large 
number of immigrants in both the passport agency and immigration services. In addition, 
recent revelations in the UK show clearly how the National Health Service has also been 
infiltrated with terrorist units. Exactly why this has been allowed to happen is a mystery to 
any decent UK citizen, regardless of their origin. How can a government who claims to be 
against terrorism, positively encourage such individuals into key public service areas, with 
little or no screening? Precisely what agenda is being played out here?   
 
However, the problem of sleepers is not confined to the United Kingdom. It is claimed that 
they are in position, in significant numbers, in many western countries, ready to mount 
coordinated attacks. This suggests that an efficient underground network is also in place to 
ensure that they are recruited, trained and effectively placed in position within the chosen 
country. The European policy of allowing mass migration and asylum into the EU area 
supports such activities absolutely. Once accepted into a European member state, the 
individual may then travel freely within the union. Thus, it is particularly easy to install 
sleepers within Europe. The US believes it is much tougher on immigration and certainly 
has a more robustly orchestrated process. However, it is claimed that there are a large 
number of sleepers in place there as well. Certainly, those involved in the September 2001 
incidents had no trouble making their preparations and even obtaining flight training within 
America with, seemingly, no questions asked.  
 
Given the reality of incidents to date and the large number of potential criminals recruited 
and in place across a wide geographic area, it is suggested that the organisation of terrorism 
is advanced and well on the way to achieving its objectives. The influencing of others to 
join the offensive is readily and blatantly undertaken within mosques and universities with 
no apparent objection or control being exercised by the authorities – particularly in Europe. 
Terrorists naturally take full advantage of this situation, systematically broadening their 
sphere of influence. It is naïve to the point of absurdity, to believe that hoards of largely 
uneducated immigrants from terrorist supporting regimes are ever going to be loyal to the 
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host country, or be grateful for the welfare assistance they receive. Hence their easy 
conversion to terrorism. There are no ethics among such individuals, no sense of honour 
and no shame. They have been allowed to invade Europe and to swamp the United 
Kingdom. The consequence of government policy which has positively invited such a 
situation, is that these areas can no longer be considered safe. 
 
 
Perspective c)  
Terrorism is simply a branch of criminology and may be managed accordingly.  
 
Terrorism, as with all violent crime against society, has root causes, organisation and 
planned activity. Combating terrorism may thus be undertaken by a programme of good 
intelligence, investigation and law enforcement, supported by a fair but robust justice 
system. If any of these factors are weak, terrorists and other criminals will find 
opportunities to exploit this weakness and practice their chosen activities. A strong judicial 
infrastructure should, in turn, be supported by a good educational system and an adherence 
to societal values across both public and private sectors. Again, if these factors are weak, 
the preponderance towards serious crime will be increased. Consequently, a society which 
has a high crime rate is likely to also be vulnerable to terrorism. 
 
It is important to understand the true extent of terrorist activity and not to over-state the 
problem. Typically, in western countries and in relation to serious crime overall, it is 
actually quite small and should therefore be easily targeted from a law enforcement 
perspective. It is equally important to identify the true perpetrators of terrorist activity and 
not to make sweeping assumptions on either religious or ethnic grounds. We should focus 
upon facts and not allow distorted perspectives to predominate. 
 
A good starting point, especially for European countries, would be to halt mass migration 
and the wholesale granting of asylum. Certain countries are already seriously overcrowded 
and this reality places unnecessary pressure upon all infrastructural and social services, 
including law enforcement. It also serves to lower the quality of life within host countries, 
leading to increased social concerns and unrest, creating a breeding ground for crime. We 
can already see graphic examples of this happening within European cities.  
 
We should then focus upon good intelligence in order to thwart terrorist activity before it 
occurs. This will include comprehensive research into root causes and trends as well as the 
identification of suspects and the monitoring of associated activity. This intelligence should 
be conducted discreetly and efficiently. It is not necessary to introduce draconian controls 
over ordinary, decent citizens, or to convert once safe areas into virtual police states. It is 
simply a question of proper training and support for the intelligence services, who may 
work alongside law enforcement in order to address the terrorist situation. When terrorists 
have been identified, then a robust and swift legal response, including deportation where 
appropriate, should be brought into play. 
 
When those with terrorist inclinations understand that, in a given area, good intelligence is 
in place, together with an equally robust legal response, they will be less inclined to pursue 
their objectives in that area. If the intelligence services repeatedly fail and/or terrorists 
know that they will never be brought to proper justice, as is currently the case in the United 
Kingdom for example, then the problem will persist. Government policy must be equal to 
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the terrorist challenge, without imposing unnecessary control over law abiding citizens or 
reducing the quality of life for the majority. This can be achieved, via a combination of 
intelligently conceived policy and first rate intelligence services.  
 
We must equally understand the role of technology in this context. Widespread monitoring 
and control of ordinary citizens via technological means is not the answer. This has been 
proven. We must understand how technology might best support the skills of traditional 
intelligence, rather than expecting it to somehow replace those skills. This is also the case 
with respect to police forces. Technology cannot replace good detective skills or the 
societal role of the policeman. This fact does not seem to have been well understood to 
date. Indeed, it is interesting to note that the western countries most affected by the spectre 
of terrorism, rely heavily upon the indiscriminate implementation of law enforcement 
technology. The approach is quite obviously failing. 
 
In order to respond to terrorism, countries should not introduce draconian public controls or 
expect citizens to accept loss of freedom, privacy or civil rights – this is exactly what 
terrorists want and would be playing straight into their hands. Instead, they should develop 
an integrated framework of robust immigration policy, superior intelligence services, 
effective law enforcement and equally effective judicial systems. If a given country is 
experiencing worrying levels of serious crime and terrorism, it is because such an 
integrated framework is not in place. 
 
 
Perspective d)  
Citizens must be prepared to forego privacy and certain freedoms in order to make 
countries safe. 
 
We live in a fast moving, and fast shrinking world where problems may migrate from one 
area to another with ease. The primary problem of course is the explosion of human 
population. Coupled with equally fast changes in manufacturing processes and agriculture, 
this has created a scenario whereby huge numbers of individuals have little opportunity to 
lead fulfilled lives. This, in turn, has created the spectre of mass economic migration, 
changing forever host countries and their traditional way of life. The same situation has had 
an equally dramatic effect upon the pervading culture within host countries, effectively 
destroying cultural continuity and any feeling of belonging. Consequently, those regions 
most affected are witnessing social disintegration and decline, together with an entirely 
predictable rise in serious crime, including terrorist inspired activities. 
 
We must respond to these developments with a correspondingly increased law enforcement 
capability, using advanced technology in order to exert greater control over individual 
citizens. This means that citizens and their everyday transactions will be closely monitored 
for suspicious activity. This includes their travel and whereabouts, their financial 
transactions and purchases, their personal associations, and their entire personal history, 
including political and religious persuasion and any associated activity. The state must also 
have direct and full access to their medical records, private bank accounts, personal 
communication and other points of transactional presence. In addition, identity cards must 
be carried at all times and citizens required to give a biometric in relation to all public and 
commercial transactions. 
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The terrorist threat will never go away and we must therefore be constantly on our guard. 
There is no alternative but for citizens to sacrifice privacy and submit to full state 
surveillance and control, if we are to safeguard our borders and maintain safe societies. 
This is simply the way of the world and must be accepted as a logical global development. 
Citizens must consequently be prepared to place absolute trust in government and accept 
related policies unquestionably. Databases are already in place, both for citizen registration 
and transactional tracking. These will be expanded and further developed, including the 
sharing of data with interested government agencies in other countries, as well as 
commercial organisations. In addition, databases used by financial and commercial 
institutions and law enforcement will be directly linked into this network, providing a full 
audit trail for the personal activities of every citizen. Citizens biometrics will be exchanged 
between parties and cross-referenced against the various data sources, providing positive 
identification. This will make it easier for law enforcement to track individuals, place them 
at specific locations and bring convictions accordingly.  
 
 
The above perspectives reflect the depth of feeling around terrorism and, perhaps more 
importantly, governmental response to terrorism and the dissatisfaction felt by so many 
citizens in this respect. The negative impact of related governmental policy to society has 
clearly had a much greater effect than terrorism itself. Western culture as we once 
understood it, is indeed being destroyed. However, it is not terrorism that is seen as the 
agent of destruction, but government policy. 
 

4. Criminological studies 

There exist a large number of individuals and organisations engaged in the study of 
criminology. Undoubtedly, much good work has been undertaken in this area and many 
worthwhile reports produced. And yet, serious crime continues to rise in many areas. What 
are the reasons for this? Are the mechanisms of legislation too slow perhaps to respond to 
contemporary advice? Have study techniques become misaligned with the pace of change? 
Perhaps the study of criminology as a discipline within the social sciences might be 
usefully widened, in order to accommodate the reality of such a fast changing world. In this 
section, we shall examine a few relevant factors in this context. 
 
When a child is born, it is not born a terrorist. Neither is it born a Muslim, Jew, Hindu, 
Buddhist or Christian. It is neither a democrat or republican, nor a socialist or conservative. 
It knows neither hatred or envy. At birth, it is simply a pure, unspoiled miracle of nature, 
beloved of its mother and ready to set out upon its pathway in life. Any ideas of violence, 
hatred and dishonesty are accumulated along the way, according to a combination of life 
experiences and direct family and peer influence. It is a strong child who can develop 
independently of such influences.  
 
In the case of a terrorist, what happens between this moment of birth and the point in time 
at which they decide to become a terrorist? Clearly, there are a number of influences which 
have been absorbed and which enable such a path to be followed. Such influences may 
have been in the form of direct family encouragement, binding the individual to extreme 
doctrines based upon the distorted views of the family. Other influences may have resulted 
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from an uneasy fit with society or perhaps an instance of rejection. Perhaps the individual 
has become frustrated with his own abilities in the context of the modern world. Perhaps 
these insecurities have been spotted by another individual or organisation who seeks to 
exert influence. Such factors commonly represent a set of circumstances which lead an 
individual into a life of crime, with the promise of either material gain, acceptance by a 
peer group, dominance over an innocent victim, or perhaps a combination of these things. If 
we add to this list, a deliberate and extreme form of influence (often referred to as 
brainwashing) where an individual is persuaded to believe in an extreme doctrine, and to 
submit fully to its teachings, then we have an effective breeding ground for terrorists. 
 
Religion provides an ideal catalyst for such extreme doctrines, as it imbues the perverted 
with a sense of righteousness and allows them to claim that their crimes against humanity 
are committed in the name of God.  Little wonder then, that religion is widely used as a tool 
for evil in this context, as we have seen in many parts of the world and with many religions. 
The hapless individuals who succumb to such influences are to be pitied, as their lives are 
taken from them as surely as they seek to take the lives of their victims. The greater evil is 
the cynical organisation that undertakes the recruitment and brainwashing of such 
individuals. Yet this too is a product of influence. The evil were not born evil. They became 
evil. And this is very significant. 
 
The whole model of influence and consequence is enacted throughout the human 
experience. Terrorism is the result of a particular model, but other models lead to political 
corruption, commercial dishonesty, discrimination and bullying, domestic abuse and other 
undesirable traits. Understanding how these models work may provide us with insights into 
criminology and terrorism which, in turn, enable us to understand how model parameters 
might be varied in order to produce a more societally beneficial result. The study of 
criminology may therefore be usefully aligned, in some respects at least, with the study of 
these life models. 
 
Such an approach might be encapsulated in a computer model, providing the input data are 
of good quality and verified. For example, inputs could include the family profile an 
individual is born into, number of siblings, precise location, political persuasion of the 
country, political and economic status of the region, strength of religious or ideological 
belief and teaching within the family unit, relative affluence, education opportunities, actual 
education attained, any history of abuse, traumatic experiences, external interests and 
influences, work experience, travel experience and so on. The primary outputs will be the 
probability that a given individual profile will be induced into criminal behaviour and the 
relative intensity of such behaviour. If a standard model were developed and utilised in this 
context, a broad range of data could be collected in relation to known criminals, both from 
empirical evidence and direct communication. As the quantity and variety of the data are 
increased, the model would be systematically refined and calibrated accordingly. This 
approach would not be easy and it would take time before reliable results were obtained. 
However, it would provide consistency, ambivalence and the promise of continually 
improved performance. 
 
When the probability of individual profiles becoming criminally inclined in relation to their 
surroundings and experience is better understood (and the causal factors may not be 
obvious), then qualified recommendations may be made for modifying these factors 
accordingly. Such recommendations may consequently be reflected in legislation, education 
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and social policy. This would naturally require a medium and longer term commitment in 
order to develop and assess related initiatives and changes. The benefits would accrue in 
reducing the numbers of individuals likely to be drawn into criminal activity and anti-social 
behaviour, rather than having to deal with them after the event. This prevention rather than 
cure philosophy would be better for all concerned, including the wayward individuals.  
 
It is understood in most countries that the current approach with regard to penal systems 
achieves little in reforming the behaviour of miscreants. Indeed, the opposite effect is more 
often the result, as individuals receive more of the wrong type of influence will 
incarcerated. While we are generalising with respect to serious crime, the same principles 
apply to terrorism. The path that leads individuals to terrorism is characterised by family 
and external influence in just the same way. Of course, there are instances of mental 
instability and other medically aligned factors, but this is a slightly different problem, albeit 
still subject to external influence.  
 
The formal model approach, as outlined above, is recommended for further discussion and 
elaboration by relevant agencies, and the author would be happy to collaborate in such 
discussions. An alternative approach is for individual research programmes to reach their 
own conclusions, perhaps in collaboration with other programmes in different geographic 
areas. This approach has merit of course, however, the likelihood is that different 
methodologies pursued by individual groups will lead to different, and possible conflicting, 
conclusions. There will be a natural tendency to conclude that different geographic regions 
have different situations and therefore different approaches and solutions apply. A potential 
risk in this respect is that effective solutions might be ignored if not originating locally. 
This risk could however be managed by strong international coordination. 
 
There are clearly various ways in which criminology might usefully be studied and 
recommendations produced accordingly in order to develop safer societies. In all cases, a 
good starting point will be the definition of what we are trying to achieve, for whom, and 
how. Phrases such as ‘war on terror’ are disingenuous in this respect. Of course, every 
decent citizen in the world would like to see terrorism eliminated. The question is how? It 
is unlikely to be eliminated with bullets and more violence – this simply fuels the fire. 
Violence begets violence. Naturally, there has to be an end-stop of law enforcement, but 
much better, surely, if we can find ways to eliminate the cause. We must make a distinction 
between healing and hurting. In this respect, our criminological studies should have clear 
objectives to find ways of addressing the root causes of both serious crime and terrorism. 
This is an important and somewhat daunting task. But we must not shrink from it. The 
parallel, and equally daunting task, is to secure governmental commitment, upon an 
international scale, to address the identified causal factors. We must see the broader picture 
here, and understand all the world’s ills and where serious crime and terrorism fits among 
them. We shall achieve very little if our studies are insular and ill-defined. We must seek a 
broader collaborative effort, with clearly articulated objectives, timescales and 
responsibilities. This is achievable. We just need the will to achieve it.  
 
Let us also consider the individuals involved on either side of a conflict or social structure. 
A popular phrase in western cultures, when observing an unfortunate is “there, but for the 
grace of God walk I”. It is an apt phrase. Every criminal, every terrorist, every corrupt 
politician, every policeman and every victim, was some mother’s precious and beloved 
child. They did not ask to be born into this world. Having arrived, they were subject to the 
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influences and opportunities which we provided for them. In some cases, these influences 
and opportunities are clearly mis-aligned. We therefore have a duty, not just to our own 
children, but to all children, to provide the best environment that we can for them, enabling 
their lives to be characterised by education, understanding, compassion and fulfilment, 
rather than hatred, fear and disassociation. Children and those children as yet unborn are the 
‘customers’ for our studies into criminology. Our goal must be to effect change for the 
better via the conclusions and recommendations of our studies.  
 
It follows then, that our studies must have purpose, direction and commitment towards 
clearly articulated goals. Furthermore, they should be acknowledged, supported and fully 
utilised by government, both locally and further afield. It is important therefore to secure a 
robust international collaboration in this context. With collaboration, we need an active 
coordination in order to ensure that all relevant tasks are addressed and completed against a 
defined programme schedule. This is relevant both at a local level, national level and 
international level. This coordination will include an active communication programme to 
ensure that all sectors are informed and aligned. With such coordination we get results. 
With results we get the potential for action.  
 

5. Towards a better world 

Clearly, issues such as serious crime and terrorism are embedded into the contemporary 
global scenario. In order to have any positive impact upon such societal ills we must, in 
addition to in place law enforcement and judicial measures, develop a longer term plan for 
managing related societal problems and issues. We must create an ordered and sustainable 
approach to researching, understanding and managing such issues upon an international 
scale. The alternative to order is chaos, and chaos will simply allow such problems to fester 
and grow, as indeed they are doing today. 
 
We have a community of criminologists and academics who are well placed to undertake 
research, understand and quantify the complex web of factors which increase the 
probability of individuals being absorbed into anti-social activities, including violent crime, 
political and commercial corruption and terrorism. We have law enforcement 
infrastructures and judicial systems with which to execute the letter of the law. We have 
government administration with which to develop and implement policy. It should be 
possible to align and coordinate these elements in such a way as to create a positive 
feedback loop which systematically reduces the root cause of these societal ills. We may 
never eliminate them completely – the human condition is flawed after all, but we should 
be able to reduce them to manageable levels and sustain this manageability over time. 
 
The key to success in this context surely lays in the combination of addressing the root 
causes, implementing a robust but fair intelligence and judicial system and, very 
importantly, education and communication. Furthermore, these factors must be combined 
into an ongoing roadmap with defined and measurable objectives. This is half the 
requirement. The other half is to do with commitment and responsibility. Without 
commitment from all concerned, even our best endeavours run the risk of failure. This 
commitment must emanate from the highest levels of government and be backed by the 
necessary resources, both human and fiscal, to make it happen. Furthermore, this 
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commitment must be monitored, reviewed and revised on an ongoing basis. With a 
coordinated effort, much could be achieved over coming decades in this context. 
 
The following ideas are offered for consideration as a potential way forwards: 
 
The establishment of an international focus group. 
This would be a relatively small group of appropriate individuals, with representation from 
government, academia and practitioners, tasked with the ongoing coordination and 
administration of the international effort. This is a significant task which would require 
active participation and commitment from all involved. The group would define and 
publish its own objectives and deliverables and be measurable against them. It would 
additionally be responsible for external communication with respect to programme 
activities and conclusions as appropriate. 
 
A defined and coordinated international research programme. 
One of the first tasks of the focus group would be to identify suitable centres of research 
excellence and agree an ongoing, coordinated programme of work which will 
comprehensively cover all identified research requirements. This research will reach 
beyond the obvious and examine related factors such as governmental policy, political 
ethics, the status of education and other societal threads, in addition to the psychology of 
offenders. A research roadmap will articulate the broader requirements, together with who 
is doing what and when. Deliverables will be plotted accordingly and adhered to. The focus 
group will develop and maintain the broader perspective of how the different strands of 
research align for the common good. 
 
The development of a scenario based model. 
A computer model may be developed, into which the results of associated research may be 
input in order to develop a scenario based tool for identifying the probability of individuals 
being influenced towards serious crime and terrorism. With ongoing refinement and 
development, such a model could highlight the complex combinations of factors which lead 
to negative consequences. Whilst such a model will not in itself solve the problems of 
criminology, it will help users to understand the societal variables and encourage further 
research in appropriate areas. The scenarios developed within such a model may then be 
compared with actual conditions and, where appropriate, steps taken to improve these 
conditions. Such information would prove invaluable as an aide to policy development in 
connection with a broad range of civic issues.  
 
A programme of regular reports. 
For any such initiatives to be effective, it is important that significant conclusions are 
reported regularly and to the appropriate recipients. A reporting programme will 
consequently be defined in order to supply regular updates to key decision makers within 
the necessary government agencies. This should not be limited to areas of law enforcement, 
but should include education, welfare, rural development, environmental control and other 
areas as appropriate. In addition, an annual summary will be produced for broader 
circulation which highlights observations and achievements from the previous 12 months. 
These reports will be carefully managed and archived in order to provide an audit trail for 
the programme overall. 
 
A defined review programme. 
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In order to effectively monitor and regulate the programme as necessary, it will be 
necessary to conduct regular periodic reviews. These reviews would be orchestrated by the 
focus group with input from all those involved in the broader programme. They will 
include administrative matters as well as the direction of future activities. In addition, they 
will review the governmental response to provided reports and develop and international 
roadmap of related activities and results. This will serve to monitor the effectiveness of the 
programme, including related research, and contribute to the definition of future 
requirements. 
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With a defined and managed international programme, as articulated above, we have the 
potential to affect change for the better. In addition, this change will be for the common 
good of humanity, without political or ideological prejudice. This is an ambitious idea – of 
course it is. But it is an idea which is achievable. There is nothing standing in our way, 
except for inertia, conflicting political agendas and the lack of a small amount of 
organisation. We do not need self-interested committees, commercial associations or 
consultancy assignments. We need solid commitment from those in positions of 
responsibility to leave a better legacy for future generations. 
 
A word about responsibility. At an individual and parochial level, people feel they have a 
responsibility to their particular agency, department, business organisation or university. 
That is understandable. However, we each have a bigger responsibility, and that is towards 
our children and their children. A responsibility to leave them the tools and mechanisms 
with which they can create a better world. A responsibility to revive traditional values of 
truth, honour, compassion and courage with which to move forwards. In recent times, we 
have allowed the focus to drift more towards material matters and the insatiable greed with 
which to drive consumerism and the pursuit of power. Such policies are not sustainable 
indefinitely. In addition to the damage we are causing to the natural world, substantial 
damage is equally being caused on a moral and intellectual level – an undoubted 
contributory factor to the rise in serious crime and terrorism. We must not be afraid to stand 
and face such issues head on. Their denial will prevent us from effecting worthwhile and 
necessary change. Responsibility means having the courage of our convictions and standing 
firm – regardless of opposing pressures. It means making a personal commitment, without 
expectations of reward or recognition. It means siding with truth, regardless of personal 
cost. The concept of responsibility must be embedded at all levels, within government 
departments and specialist agencies, among academic institutions and at a personal level 
throughout. Responsibility represents the first difficult step. From there on, the path 
becomes increasingly clear. 
 
In parallel with this research lead approach, we obviously need to ensure that our 
intelligence services are first class and up to the task of uncovering and thwarting plans for 
serious criminal or terrorist activities. In this respect, we need to understand and review the 
role of technology. In recent times, there has been a tendency to over-rely on technology, 
possibly at the expense of traditional intelligence techniques. Furthermore, there is a 
tendency to believe that, due to the power of technology, human resources can be reduced 
in many areas. This is an unfortunate trend which, if we are not careful, will have the effect 
of de-skilling the relevant personnel. This is also highly relevant to law enforcement, where 
we are already witnessing claims that police forces, even with an armoury of technology at 
their disposal, are actually becoming less adept at solving crime. One of the issues with 
technology is that, while it may enable easier or faster gathering of evidence and data, the 
information gathered must still be intelligently interpreted. Such interpretation skills come 
with proper training and extensive field experience. Inexperienced officers, even with all 
the technology in the world, will struggle to be effective. We must not lose sight of the 
importance of skilled operators, across all related services. Perhaps it is time to review our 
requirements in this context, and understand what needs to be done in order to provide the 
quality of services we need in order to effectively tackle the problem. It is likely that we 
shall perceive the need for higher individual skill levels and better training, rather than 
more technology. 
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We must also review political ethics. In recent times, it has become acceptable for 
politicians and ministers to blatantly lie to the populace in order to further their own 
agendas. Similarly, in many countries, the blurring of the line between politics and business 
has become so pronounced that government policies are simply serving the interests of 
business, often directly against the interests of citizens, rather than being defined for the 
common good. These trends must be exposed and reversed if we are to affect change for the 
better. If political leaders and champions of industry are aloud to set such bad examples, it 
is little wonder that these attitudes permeate down the ranks until they affect whole 
societies. We must remember that crime is not only practiced by those who find themselves 
on the wrong side of the law, as all history shows. Consequently, when considering serious 
crime and terrorism, we must cultivate an holistic picture of global society, together with 
the economics and politics which drive it. The development and documentation of this 
picture will serve us well in our understanding of the root causes of criminology and how to 
address them.   
 

6. Conclusions 

In this paper, we have touched upon a range of topics in order to illustrate the relative 
complexity of the subject matter. Serious crime, including terrorism, doesn’t simply appear 
as if by magic. It has underlying causes, some of which are deep rooted, others fairly 
dynamic responses to societal conditions. With respect to terrorism, currently, our over-
riding response is to fight fire with fire. Declare a war on terrorism. Bring soldiers into the 
streets. Change peaceful societies into virtual police states, eliminating privacy and 
seriously eroding civil rights and respect for decent citizens. It has often been suggested 
that such an approach is less of a war on terrorism (which seems to be hardly affected by it) 
and more of a war on citizens (who are deeply affected by it). The political paranoia and 
media manipulation attendant with such an approach is serving no one well. If this is the 
best we can come up with, then we are indeed in a very sad and precarious position. 
 
Of course we need effective law enforcement and an efficient judicial system. These are the 
backstops of any decent society and must be maintained in a just and fair manner. We also 
need to keep things in perspective and understand the broader requirements of civilisation. 
We need to consider the future of the world we are creating and the attendant quality of life 
for our descendants. If we have made such a mess of things that serious crime and terrorism 
are on the rise, then we must strive to understand what has gone wrong and why. It is only 
this understanding which might lead us to effective remedies. We cannot remain in a 
reactive mode indefinitely. Our studies into criminology should be defined and directed in 
this vein. 
 
There are many serious issues in the world today. Chief among them are over-population 
and mass economic migration which is having a dilutory and disorientating affect upon host 
populations. This, in turn, is eroding traditional values and respect, leading to a rise in 
societal tensions and serious crime. Couple this with increasing corruption in public office 
and a lack of ethics in business, and it is little wonder that we have such a problem on our 
hands. A good example of the how the combination of these factors can have a destructive 
affect upon society may be found in the United Kingdom. England in particular is now 
seriously over-crowded and the once distinguished host culture, developed over many 
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hundreds of years, has been eroded almost to the point of elimination in many of its cities, 
being replaced with a confused and disintegrated mixture of perspectives. The end result is 
a fertile breeding ground for all serious crime. 
 
Other countries have a different story to tell. Some marked by economic stresses and 
infrastructural decline. Some by natural catastrophe and the struggle for resources. Some by 
political corruption. Some by religious fanaticism. Some by an enduring lack of education. 
Some by a mixture of these things. In all cases, it is this bigger societal picture which 
facilitates the probability and extent of serious crime. 
 
We have to understand these bigger pictures, including factors such as widespread political 
and commercial corruption, cultural manipulation, weaknesses in education, civil rights 
issues and the relationships between citizen and state. Serious crime and terrorism do not 
exist in isolation, they are products of society. It is only by studying this broader 
perspective that we may be able to draw sensible conclusions and offer suggestions for 
remedial programmes. 
 
It follows then, that the study of criminology and terrorism should be a broad based 
discipline within the social sciences, coordinated in such a way that these broader 
perspectives may be developed. It is an important discipline which should be properly 
grounded and supported. International coordination and cooperation will be an essential 
factor in its success as we are, after all, dealing with a global problem. The issues are 
serious and challenging. But we must not shrink from them or falter in our determination to 
improve matters. Moreover, we should let truth and clarity be our guiding principles, no 
matter how many obstacles are placed in our path. Our body of work should set a precedent 
for future generations, providing them with the understanding and tools with which to 
create a better world. 
 
Terrorism? We can fight it with arrogance or intelligence. We can introduce draconian 
measures after the event, or we can anticipate and prevent the event from occurring in the 
first place. We can use it as a vehicle with which to pursue other political agendas, or we 
can understand it in context with the broader perspective. One approach is easy and will 
erode the quality of life for all. The other is fraught with difficulty but holds the promise of 
a brighter future. Which road shall we take? 
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